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Secretary of the Federal Commnications System

1991 M Street
wWashington, DC 20554 i
Dear_Secretarvi. i Be: FEgrmal Comments af Giustina 7,

—
I am writing this letter because of my concern about the FCC's s
regarding channel splitting and how it relates to the future of exis :

land mobile radio services.

Giustina has been a member of the Emerald loggers Radio Association (ELRA)
located at 2793 Tandy Turn, Eugene, Oregon for many years. ELRA has
provided an affordable and professionally run service to the timber
industry which has come to depend on it for its commmnication needs. As
you may know, the timber industry in Oregon conducts business largely in
remote areas. Many of the areas have no other dependable means of
coammnication. Oregon Industrial Fire Regulations and OSHA's Logging Code
require cammnications for forest operators. This requirement is now being
met by most forest operators through the land mobile radio. Most forest
operators work out of their trucks. To remove or needlessly encumber this
source of commmnication would greatly hamper the industry. It is my
understanding that if the proposals by the FCC are carried out, the present
repeaters would have to be increased by as many as six additional repeaters
to cover the same area. Additionally, most of the radios now used by
operators would be cbsolete or at the minimm have to be refitted. It
appears to me that this proposal will, in reality, cause many land radio
systems to go out of business.
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proven to be reliable. It is my hope that the integrity of the current
system is not compromised by this proposal.

Sincerely,

W/
coord:mator
sd
sfcslett
c: Bob Packwood
Peter Defazio
Mark Hatfield

Emerald I.oggers Radio Association




